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News _________________________________ 
 

 
 
For Immediate Release 
 
June 22, 2006 
 

Dee Benedict and Jennifer “Buffy” Murphy 
newest members of the EOC 

 
Columbia – Dee W. Benedict of Greer, SC and Jennifer “Buffy” Murphy, of Columbia, 

have recently been appointed to serve as members of the South Carolina Education Oversight 
Committee (EOC). Both terms will begin June 30, 2006.  
 

Benedict, President of the Greater Greenville Scottish Games and Highland Festival, 
has been appointed to serve as the Governor’s Business Representative.  She fills the term 
vacated by Karen Iacovelli, who resigned from the committee.  Benedict is a graduate of 
Columbia College and has done graduate work at the University of North Carolina in Chapel 
Hill.  

 
Benedict has extensive experience in the political arena and the corporate world. She 

served as Manager of International Political Risk Management for the Mobil Corporation for 13 
years. She was also a principal lobbyist at the state and federal levels for Mobil, providing 
government relations counsel in the United States and the Mid-East. Following her employment 
with Mobil, Benedict specialized in international business relationships, establishing firms in 
New York and Greenville. 

 
Active in community and political affairs, Benedict has been elected a delegate to three 

national GOP conventions and was State Coalitions Chairman for former Presidential candidate, 
Steve Forbes. 

 
“I hope I can add a slightly different perspective to the excellent work being done by the 

members of the EOC,” stated Benedict. “The impact the EOC has on all aspect of our State is of 
critical importance and I am honored to be associated with this dedicated group.”   
 

Jennifer “Buffy” Murphy is the S.C. State Teacher of the Year for the 2006-07 school 
year. A native of Columbia and a graduate of the school district in which she now teaches, 
Murphy is a fifth-grade teacher at Irmo Elementary School in School District Five of Lexington 
and Richland Counties.  
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Murphy was appointed by Senator John Courson, Chairman of the Senate Education 

Committee, as his education representative to the committee. She fills the expired term of Traci 
Young Cooper, who served on the committee from 2002 to 2006. 
 

“Buffy brings excellent credentials and a strong enthusiasm for public education to this 
prestigious body,” stated Senator Courson. 

 
A nationally board certified teacher, Murphy has served as a national and state 

presenter on subjects ranging from literacy to technology. She is a certified Assisting, 
Developing, and Evaluating Professional Teaching (ADEPT) evaluator and coaching teacher for 
pre-service MAT graduate student interns and undergraduate practicum students. As a clinical 
adjunct for the University of South Carolina’s Professional Development School Network, a 
partnership between the university and local school districts, she works to enhance the 
knowledge and skills of pre-service and in-service educators.     
 
 

The EOC is an independent, non-partisan group made up of 18 educators, business 
persons, and elected officials who are appointed by the legislature and governor to monitor and 
review the implementation of the 1998 South Carolina Education Accountability Act, the 
Education Improvement Act, and the K-12 system. 
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